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(57) Abstract: There is provided an image display device enabling an 
observer to observe a 2-dimensional image displayed on an image dis- 
play element as a virtual image enlarged by a virtual optical system. 
The image display device includes: a prism (15) having a second op- 
tical plane (15c) arranged parallel to a first optical plane (15b) and at 
the side of an optical pupil (19), and having a reflection/transmission 
plane (16) having an optical axis defining with a normal of a first opti- 
cal plane or a second optical plane an angle not smaller than 30 degrees 
and below 90 degrees and reflecting or transmitting an image light dis- 
played on an image display element (11) and coming from an incident 
optical plane (15a) for introducing the image light relayed by a relay 
optical system (12); a reflection optical element (18) for reflecting and 
orientating the image light emitted from the first optical plane, toward 
the reflection/transmission plane so as to be parallel light; and a phase 
difference optical element (17) arranged in an optical path between the 
first optical plane and the reflection optical element so as to convert the 
polarized state of the image light. 
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